
Pequott District Pinewood Derby  
OFFICIAL RULES  

 
 

1. The car must have been made during the current scouting year.  

 

2. The car should meet all racing specifications:  

A. Cars must be made from the Official Cub Scout Grand Prix Pinewood Derby Kit     

provided by your pack-NO EXCEPTIONS 

B. Width cannot exceed 2-3/4 inches. Width between wheels must be 1-3/4 inches. 

C. Length cannot exceed 7 inches 

D. Bottom clearance between the car and the track must be at least 3/8 inch. BEWARE: 

When putting weights at bottom of car make sure there is clearance or your car will drag 

on the track. 

E. Weight cannot exceed 5 ounces. PLEASE NOTE: Scales vary slightly. The scale used at 

weigh-in is the OFFICIAL scale. WHAT IT SAYS IS WHAT IT IS. Be prepared to make 

adjustments. 

F. No loose material, no taping weights down to the car. 

G. Wheel bearings, washers and bushings are NOT allowed. 

H. Wheels and axles may be modified under certain limitations: 

 1. Only wheels and axles provided by the official kit mentioned above can be used-NO  

     EXCEPTIONS.  

 2. The wheel base distance (between the front and rear axles) may not be a changed from 

     the kit's distance of 4 1/4 inches (you must use the slots provided on the car). Either  

     end may be used as the front of the car.  

 3. No single axles. Each wheel must have one independent axle (nail).  

 4. Modifying of wheels and axles are limited to light sanding ONLY to smooth out any  

     imperfections on each. Axles may also be polished. GRINDING OR MACHINE  

     ALTERING OF AXLES IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. Wheel surface must remain 

     flat with full tread. BEVELING, TAPERING, THIN SANDING, WAFERING, OR  

     LATHE TURNING IF THE WHEELS IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED.  

  

I. NO springs allowed 

J. Detailing is allowed as long as it fits dimensions and other above rules. 

K. Cars must be free wheeling, with no starting device. 

L. Only dry lubricants such as graphite or powdered Teflon "white lube" will be allowed for 

lubricating the wheels. Any other lubricant, especially oils or silicone sprays, is strictly 

prohibited. Lubricating must be done before weigh-in. NO LUBRICATING WILL BE 

ALLOWED ONCE THE CAR IS IN THE HOLDING AREA AFTER INSPECTION. 

M. Car must pass inspection committee. FAILURE TO FOLLOW THE ABOVE 

SPECIFICATIONS FOUND EITHER DURING OR AFTER INSPECTION WILL 

LEAD TO DISQUALIFICATION. Disqualification means the car can still race but will 

not be eligible for winning prizes. 
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3. Absolutely no test runs before the race. 

 

4. Once a car passes inspection, it will go to the holding area and must not be touched. 

 

5. Only members of the race committee will be allowed to handle the cars during the   race. 

If a car is damaged during the race, only a race committee member will be allowed to 

repair the car. The scout who owns the car along with his parent(s) will be called up to 

ONLY watch the repair. 

 

6. Each heat will be announced. Viewing must be done from behind taped areas. 

 

7. Heats will be run by rank. First year Webelos and Arrow of Light will form one division. 

Scoring will be discussed on race day. 

 

8. If the car has problems running (i.e. derailing off the track or interfering with other cars) 

more than twice, it will be disqualified. Interfered-with cars will receive no penalty and 

heats will be rerun. 

 

9. Arrow of Light Scouts who raced at their pack derby this year as Cub Scouts and have 

since crossed over to Boy Scouts are eligible to race at the District Pinewood Derby. 

 

10. All problems will be handled by the race committee. Their decisions are FINAL. 
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